 St. Joseph School, following the Mission of Christ where we

                    Learn our Faith, Live our Faith and Prepare for the Future.

                                                          ~ St. Joseph School Mission Statement
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Mrs. Shannon Rogers, Principal

300 South 6th Street Pekin, Illinois 61554 (309) 347-7194
October 15, 2017

Dear St. Joseph Parents,

The safety and health of our students is of utmost importance.  To comply with the requirements of P.A. 099-0922, St. Joseph Catholic School conducted testing of lead content in the water fountains and sinks within our building required by the statute.  The testing was conducted by an Illinois EPA accredited laboratory.

What is first draw testing of school drinking water for lead? 
The “on-again, off-again” nature of water use at most schools can raise lead levels in school drinking water. Water that remains in pipes overnight, over a weekend, or over vacation periods stays in contact with lead pipes or lead solder and, as a result, could contain higher levels of lead. This is why schools are required to collect a sample after the water has been sitting in the plumbing system for a certain period of time. This “first draw” sample is likely to show higher levels of lead for that outlet than what you would see if you sampled after using the water continuously. However, even if the first draw sample does not reflect what you would see with continuous usage, it is still important because it can identify outlets that have elevated lead levels. 

What are the results of the first draw testing? 
As a reminder, we began testing its drinking water outlets, such as fountains and sinks, in July of 2017. The tests were performed to determine whether excess amounts of lead could be present in drinking water. Water received from municipal water sources is tested on a regular basis for contaminants such as lead, but testing individual fixtures in buildings has shown that lead from piping, solder, or fixtures can leach into the water in small amounts after it has entered the building and before it is used for consumption. The test results indicated that overall, the lead content in the water falls within acceptable levels throughout the school with these exceptions:  
 Specifically:

· Teacher’s lounge sinks
To address these results, the district is taking the following steps:

· The sink fixtures with elevated lead levels have been shut off and will remain off until the fixtures have been replaced

· Although not required by law, the school will continue to sample and test the water in all school buildings.

· Notification to parents & families will be sent out in writing, electronically and the information will be posted on the website

· The test results have been sent to the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)

· St. Joseph Catholic School will continue to follow the recommendations of the IDPH

The water supply entering the school buildings have been deemed safe and the only course of action needed is to isolate, remove, and repair elevated areas.  To learn more about environmental lead exposure, please visit the following websites:

· https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/basic-information-about-lead-drinking-water
· https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Sampling-Drinking-Water-Guidance.pdf
As always, St. Joseph School is committed to providing a safe learning environment for all students and staff. 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Shannon Rogers
�





Diocese of Peoria








Students, staff and family

Joining together

Serving, Jesus and one another

                                                           ~ St. Joseph School Vision Statement


